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What is Impact Assessment?

“the process of identifying the future consequences
of a current or proposed action”

A procedural tool that assesses specific factors that benefit,
mitigate, or exacerbate the ecosystem and human health.
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Research questions

1) What variables are missing from conventional
impact assessments that would improve their
applicability to Indigenous populations?

2) How do impact assessments address cultural, spiritual,
environmental, and community health concerns?
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How are Impact Assessments
failing to address tribal health?

1) Health determinants are often focused on biophysical health or
environmental outcomes (e.g. exposure assessment)

2) Impact assessments that explicitly include culture focus on
tangible/physical aspects of culture such as gravesites

3) Limited assessment of the interconnectedness of environment,
health and culture: environment, health, culture are

compartmentalized

Primary problem - Does not include
Indigenous definitions of health
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Disconnect between conventional impact
assessments and Indigenous Knowledge

“Our culture depends on the existence of a healthy
environment to sustain the habitat for our fish,
birds, deer and other traditional animals”
Swinomish Chairman, Brian Cladoosby, spi-spa’c
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Indigenous Health Indicators

yayusbid

CULTURAL USE

?ashig*ad ts ad?iiSad
COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Work * Sharing « Relations

1
hﬁ%" s?utixdx* ti swatix“tad
A} NATURAL RESOURCES SECURITY
}v\'aéusadad ‘,t Quality * Access * Safety
EDUCATION
The Teachings
Elders+ Youth

q'igcut
RESILIENCE
Self-Esteem + Identity
+ Sustainability

connections and health priorities.

Jamie Donatuto | (60) \
Road WA, 98257 | Sov/iby l{ n

tadisn ] 37337

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY | COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES



Measuring use of impact assessments

- Strategic Environmental Assessment
f Human Health Risk Assessment

- Human Rights Impact Assessment
Integrated Environmental Impact Assessment
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Methods: PubMed search for 11 identified impact assessments identified.
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Relative use of impact assessments

Total publications for 2008-2017

.

HA HHRA EIA CHA PHA SEA SIA IEHA HRA CIA

Type of impac

Name of Impact Assessment
Ecological Risk Assessment

Health Impact Assessment

Human Health Risk Assessment
Environmental Impact Assessment
Community Health Assessment
Public Health Assessment

Strategic Environmental Assessment
Social Impact Assessment
Integrated Env. Health Impact Assessment
Human Rights Impact Assessment
Cultural Impact Assessment

Prevalence of impact assessments on PubMed. Queries searched for name of
impact assessment as a phrase over a ten year period, 1/1/2008-12/31/2017.

PubMed results, 2008-2017
1,068
823
582
303
123
40
32
13
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Creating a Code Book of health indicators

Methods:

« Review of literature to identify the determinants of human and/or
environmental health considered by each of the 11 impact assessments

Used the compiled list of determinants to create a Code Book.

Code Book contains 44 codes based on the determinants

Theme: Health Outcomes, Behaviors, and Care

Example code:

Sub-theme: Health services

Code: Health services - Accessibility - Cultural relevance

Definition of code: Ability of a population to receive medical care that is cultural relevant or appropriate.
Cultural barriers faced by patients.

Inclusion criteria: Care provided by doctor, nurse or other medical personnel is impacted by cultural
barriers other than language. May include health literacy of target population.

Inclusion example: Female Muslim patients are uncomfortable seeking care because the only available
provider is male.

Exclusion criteria: Access to care is impacted by language of doctor, nurse, or patient.

Exclusion example: A lack of translators available to serve patients leads to a decrease in the number of
patients seen (Code: Health Services — Accessibility — Language)
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6 main emergent themes of 43
health determinants

Biophysical Public Resources  S0ciety & Culture:
Environment: . Cultural Resources
& Services:

Natural Environment _ / _ Communication
Human Exposure Public & Social Services Quality of Life
Built Environment Infrastructure

Sustainability Education

< ' Political

Health Outcomes, Environment:

Social & Economic
Environment:
Occupational Environ.
Resources
Social Conflict

Behavior & Care:
Biologic Factors
Health Outcomes
Health Care Services
Health Behavior

Contemporary Setting
Historic Setting
Self-determination
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Describing the scope of Impact
Assessments

Biophysical Health outcomes, Public resources Social & Economic Society Political
Environment behaviors, care & services Environment & culture Environment

Public Health Assessment

LOW Human Health Risk Assessment
MED Ecological Risk Assessment
HIGH Environmental Impact Assessment

Integrated Environmental Health
Impact Assessment

Strategic Environmental Assessment

Community Health A nent

Cultural Impact Assessment

Social Impact Assessment

Health Impact Assessment

Human Rights Impact Assessment

Indigenous Health Indicators




Overlap of
determinants
between IHIs

and IAs

Biggest gaps:

« Lack of deep
assessment
of cultural impacts

» Lack of connectivity
between environment,
culture, health

Number of determinants

Overlap of determinants assessed among IAs with determinants assessed among IHIs

DDDDDD

ERA HHRA EA CIA SEA I[EHA CHA SlA HRIA IHI

Type of impact assessment

Most overlap with Indigenous Health Indicators:
1) Human Rights Impact Assessment
2) Social Impact Assessment AND
Health Impact Assessment

3) Community Health Assessment

4) Strategic Environmental Assessment



Future
directions

« How effective is stakeholder
engagement in the Impact
Assessment process?
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« Challenges in incorporating IHIs
and Indigenous definitions of

health

« What do IAs accomplish?
Threshold at which action is
taken? (i.e. a project is
cancelled, an intervention is

taken, etc.)
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Questions?

Meredith Cocks
cocksm@oregonstate.edu

Diana Rohiman
diana.rohiman@oregonstate.edu
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Prevalence of impact assessments on PubMed. Queries searched for name of
impact assessment as a phrase over a ten year period, 1/1/2001-12/31/2017.

Health Impact Assessment Environmental Impact Assessment

Human Health Risk Assessment
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Prevalence of impact assessments on PubMed. Queries searched for name of
impact assessment as a phrase over a ten year period, 1/1/2001-12/31/2017.

Strategic Environmental Assessment

Integrated Environmental Health Impact Assessment

Social Impact Assessment
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Cultural Impact Assessment

Human Rights Impact Assessment
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Highest use seen
among |As evaluating
biological health and
impacts to ecosystems,
and use trending up
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Canadian Indigenous engagement and capacity
building in health impact assessment

Roy E Kwiatkowski, Constantine Tikhonov,
Diane McClymont Peace and Carrie Bourassa

Consultations with concemned stakeholders are a cornerstone to effective impact assessment, not only
within Canada, but internationally as well. The environment 1s of paramount importance to Indigenous
communities, as many continue to rely heavily on the land and natural resources for their subsistence,
including their socio-economuc, cultural, spintual and physical survival. Indigenous commumnities want
reassurances from governments and industry that negative impacts associated with projects, programs
or policies in their terntories will be munumized and that positive impacts will be maximized
Communities want to be involved in the development, implementation and interpretation of the impact
assessment report to assure themselves of the environmental, social, spiritual and health impacts
associated with the exploitation of the local natural resources. This paper presents efforts by the
Environmental Health Research Division of the First Nations and Inmut Health Branch, Health Canada,
to assist Indigenous communities in carrying out community-based research to improve health and
well-being by building and supporting their capacity to identify, understand and control impacts
associated with projects, programs or policies implemented within their territores
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. . . . The Assessment Process
Canadian Indigenous engagement and capacity

building in health impact assessment Process of a Maori cultural assessment

A ‘Miori model’ for the cultural assessment of an individual is fundamental to ensuring that the
process is successful and accurate. The recommended process is outlined in Appendix 1. This
Roy E Kwiatkowski, Constantine Tikhonov, model is based on Miori traditions, values and belief systems that encompass the processes of
Diane McClvmont Peace and Carrie Bourassa mihimihi or powhiri and karakia whakaeke. By using these processes it is envisaged that better
* information will be obtained that will lead to better outcomes for the person being assessed and
for their whinau.

The interactive process of whinau meetings/hui is based on the principle of kanohi ki te kanohi
or ‘face to face’ meetings. This gives the cultural assessor/s the best opportunity to be able to
hui with the person being assessed and their whinau and listen to their concerns and involve
them in the decision-making proc Non-verbal cues offer insights to intent and meaning.

It is preferable if a whiinau meeting or hui is carried out in the most accessible and appropriate
place for the person and their whiinau and conducted in a way that puts everyone at ease (within
the bounds of the Privacy Act 1993 and Health Information Privacy Code 1994

During this process it is important to find out how the person sees themself within the whinau
and hapii, which may be different from the way the whinau or hapii see them.

An important feature of the Miori cultural assessment process is that it must be flexible enough
to be able to accommodate the particular needs of the individual and their whinau. For example
and minerals some people may prefer a mihimihi instead of péwhiri. The cultural assessor/s must try to
cial and ter establish what the protocol needs are before any meeting to be able to respond to cultural needs
arrying out karakia/prayers and mihi/greetings when required.

P Having a Maori cultural assessment should always be a choice for a Miori person as part of
ial demands. A ] ¥ oot 0% v _ identifying the care and support needed. If a cultural assessment is refused the assessor must

increased o Y x : ; respect the person’s choice.

If not conversant with tikanga or kawa, the compulsory care co-ordinator may invite kuia and
koroua to mediate where whinau wish to be involved but the person has refused a cultural
assessment,

o envirommental impa 1 (EIA) pro The assessment process may be a stressful time both for the person being assessed and for their
y, used by over 10 whiinau. It is therefore important that the assessor ensures that the person and their whinau are
adequately supported throughout this process.
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Including INDIGENOUS health in climate change assessments:
Overview of methods and results from Swinomish

Event Type: Online

Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Event Website:

Contact Name:

Contact Email:

Description:

|uesday, June ‘_-‘ 2018 3:00 pm E"" aylight Time
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